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REASONS FOR DECISION 

[1] We are satisfied that the appellant’s attendance was properly compelled by 

the judge’s order and agree with the Crown’s submission that the service of a 

subpoena in addition would have been superfluous and unnecessary. The 

appellant was by that order required to testify and he refused to do so. He was 

afforded ample opportunity on this record to consult counsel and to consider his 
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position. He declined the trial judge’s offer of further time to consult with counsel. 

He made it perfectly clear that he would not testify. He knew the difference between 

perjury and contempt and he chose contempt. The judge’s finding of contempt on 

this record is unassailable. The case was a simple one and her reasons, although 

brief, are sufficient to explain to the appellant why he was convicted. It was not 

complicated. Contempt of court is always a serious matter and strikes at the very 

heart of the administration of justice. 

[2] The sentence appeal is abandoned and accordingly the appeal is dismissed. 
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